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	Contact Person
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Principal’s foreword

	Introduction
	

	The School Annual Report is designed to provide a summary of the progress made in achieving the established goals of 2009. This report contains information about what makes Kruger State School community unique including curriculum and extra-curricular offerings, ICT usage, parent involvement, staff profile, and the academic performance of our students including the Year Two Diagnostic Net and the 3/5/7 National Assessment Program - Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN), and highlights of the School Opinion Survey.

Kruger State School’s main objective is to achieve high results for all students. This has informed our teaching, learning and curriculum design and influenced our practice, planning and decision making throughout 2009. To this end significant work was undertaken in the following areas:

Refinement of curriculum planning processes including consistency in the delivery of teaching and learning experiences, assessment and reporting across the Early (Prep-3) and Middle Phases (4-7) of Learning linked to Queensland Curriculum Assessment and  Reporting;

Ongoing review and refinement of the whole school literacy intervention program including teacher aide support, training teacher aides in relevant support strategies, increased provision of support for numeracy intervention, and improved processes to identify, track and report progress for students participating in the intervention program; 

Implementation of the School Wide Positive Behaviour Support program (SWPBS) to review and refine the whole school behaviour management processes enhancing consistency of expectations and consequences;

Enhanced staff understanding and use of a range of school and systemic test data to inform teaching and learning programs targeting areas of need across classes and or year levels; and

Redesign of associated school programs (ie Reading and Viewing, Writing and Shaping and Spelling Programs) supporting both literacy and numeracy from Prep to Year 7.    


	School progress towards its goals in 2009 
	

	Kruger SS made significant progress towards its goals in 2009. In particular, Literacy & Numeracy improvements were made across all year levels. In addition, the SWPBS program ensured better behaviour amongst students. The SWPBS program explicitly teacher posiitive behaviours and reinforces the school rules of Be Safe, Best Effort, Be Respectful.  In KLA academic achievement, close to 80% of students received an A, B or C. In addition, 90% of students received A, B or C for effort and behaviour on Semester 2 academic reports. 


	Future outlook
	

	Student learning outcomes in 2009 were generally at a lower level than the state mean in Years 3, 5 and 7. We will continue and expand the whole school approach to improving learning outcomes across all year levels. The alignment between curriculum (Essential Learnings), teaching and learning, assessment and reporting will be further enhanced in 2010 and beyond. Professional development for staff will ensure they are skilled in appropriate literacy and numeracy strategies that best cater for the diversity of learners that exist in classes at Kruger. This differentiated curriculum will enhance individual students’ capacity to engage in the curriculum resulting in improved academic results. Explicit teaching of reading and comprehension in small ability groups will be a focus of the literacy program. In 2010, all staff will look to receive their ICT Certificate. 
 


	School Profile
	

	Coeducational or single sex: Co-educational
Year levels offered: Prep-Year 7
Total student enrolments for this school:
Total Enrolment

Girls

Boys

Enrolment Continuity (Feb 2009 – Nov 2009)

974
445
529
76%
Class sizes – Proportion of school classes achieving class size targets in 2009

Phase

Average Class Size

Percentage of classes in the school

On or under target

Under Target

On Target

Over Target

Prep – Year 3

23
100%
89%
11%
0%
Year 4 – Year 10

27
100%
58%
42%
0%
Year 11 – Year 12

All Classes

25
100%
74%
26%
0%
Characteristics of the Student Body

Kruger State School has thirty seven single age classes, with only one composite class; a Year 1/Year 2 class. Individual class sizes range from 20-28, depending on the class. There are approximately equal numbers of boys and girls in the school. 

Kruger State School has a mix of cultures and ethnicities. There is a large Pacifika population in the student body (approximately 30%). 8% are indigenous and an increasing number are African. We are a low socio-economic school, with students living in an urban environment.

We have a high number of students with English as a second language (approximately one half of our school).  The school and community have a high rate of transience, with approximately 30% of our students moving on each year.
Our school has a Special Education Unit that services approximately 38 students with the emphasis being on integration across the school. Most of the verified students have Aspergus syndrome. Our student family composition is representative of the community. 

As two new primary schools will be opening up in the near future very close to Kruger, we expect an initial drop of approximately 10% of our student population from 2011, mostly evidenced in lower Prep enrolment numbers. The behaviour climate in the school has improved significantly over the last few years, through the School Wide Positive Behaviour Support Program.
School Disciplinary Absences  

Disciplinary Absences

Count of Incidents

Short Suspensions - 1 to 5 days 

133
Long Suspensions - 6 to 20 days 

6
Exclusions 

0
Cancellations of Enrolment 

0



	Curriculum offerings
	

	Our distinctive curriculum offerings 

The academic year is organised on a semester system consisting of two academic blocks of approximately twenty weeks duration. SOSE, Science, Technology and the Arts are presented as units of work. Literacy and Numeracy are core learning areas and are generally taught separately but are also integrated where appropriate. Specialist lessons in Physical Education, Music and Library are offered to all students from Prep to Year Seven. Languages Other Than English (LOTE) is available for students in Year Seven. The Visual Arts is offered as a specialist curriculum area for students in Years Four, Five and Six. HPE covers a wide range of sports including golf, archery, soccer, rugby league, field and track.
In Term 3 students and teachers share their learning at a Presentation Day. All parents and caregivers are invited to attend these Presentation Days to experience culminating activities, classroom displays and learning portfolios. The final Presentation Day for the year also includes an awards ceremony for every class. There is a strong focus on the continuity of the learning journey as children progress from the early years into the middle phase of learning.

The Kruger Special Education Unit staff members, in consultation with parents and teachers, develop Individual Education Plans for all special education students enrolled at Kruger State School. Students with disabilities are fully integrated into their year level classes in most cases and attend all class lessons with specialist support from Special Education staff.

	Extra curricula activities 

Our school prides itself on the many extra-curricula activities available to students including:

Lunchtime Chess

J-Rock (story presentation told through dance/mime) – Year 4-7

Under 8s Day

Library Fun – hands on activities for all students

Writers in Residence Program

Artists in Residence Program

Specialist Art Teacher for Years 4, 5 and 6
12 Page Cup – recorder program (Years 3-7)

Gardening Club

Bike Club

Sporting Excellence Program 

Interschool sport
Kruger SS has many dedicated teaching and non-teaching staff who willingly give their time to provide students with the wide range of extra curricula activities listed above.

	How Information and Communication Technologies are used to assist learning 
Kruger State School believes “Smart Classrooms” use information and communications technology (ICT) to motivate and engage students and to give them skills needed for jobs in the future. Computers are an integral part of the teaching and learning resources that are used at Kruger SS. The types of activities used in the class include:

Word processing;

Animation/Clip Art;

Commercial software programs for specific learning;

PowerPoint  
Digital photography presentations;

Excel
The Learning Place.




	Social climate
	

	Kruger State School sets high expectations of student behaviour and learning. The Kruger Team expectations are Be Safe, Be Respectful and Best Effort. We foster positive relations between students, parents and staff. We offer a range of pastoral care options and support strategies and have a genuine desire to meet the individual needs of each and every one of the students.
Safe, respectful and best effort behaviours are taught explicitly in weekly lessons. These behaviours are rewarded and acknowledged through Student of the Week Awards presented on assembly, classroom certificates, special activity, free time, praise, “gotchas” and commendations. 
According to the School Opinion Survey results in 2009 parents’ perception of Kruger being a safe school, the students being treated fairly, the quality of discipline, and that students are happy to go to school all reached the State average. Similarly, our student’s stated that they were happy to come to this school and were treated fairly – again similar to the State average.

The school offers a range of proactive pastoral care programs:

The School Chaplain is available for individual and group support programs.

Supervised play is an opportunity for students in Years 1-3 to play games and activities which focus on turn-taking, co-operation and social problem-solving.

For those children who need time out from the playground we provide two Blue Rooms (Years 1-3 and Years 4-7) to reflect on their misbehaviour and plan to reframe into more positive terms.

The Alternative Playground provides lots of fun activities for students in Years Prep-7 operating out of the library.

We provide fun/sports gear for daily borrowing, Years 1-7 e.g. foam Frisbees, badminton sets, play balls, skipping ropes, tennis balls, grip ball sets etc.

A Celebration Day each term for all children who have consistently observed school rules e.g., super slide, Splash, teddy bear picnic, discos, movie sessions.

Student Council for selected students in years 4-7 contributes to the school in a positive manner.      


	Parent, student and teacher satisfaction with the school
	

	          
Performance measure

Result 2009

Percentage of parents/caregivers satisfied that their child is getting a good education at school

59%
Percentage of students satisfied that they are getting a good education at school

80%
Percentage of parents/caregivers satisfied with their child’s school

61%
Percentage of school workforce satisfied with access to professional development opportunities that relate to school and systemic initiatives

77%
Percentage of staff members satisfied with morale in the school

83%



	Involving parents in their child’s education.
	

	Kruger State School encourages and welcomes parent and caregiver involvement at school. Parents are welcomed to be active members of the P&C and to be involved in school activities and fundraising.

The fortnightly school newsletter, available as an email, keeps parents informed and up to date with school events.

All family members are invited to attend our Presentation Days to view the work of students. Parent-teacher interviews are conducted in April and September at the end of the first and third terms. Parents and caregivers are always welcome to contact the school to gain information about their student’s progress at school. Teachers utilise a range of communication strategies to keep parents/caregivers informed about their student’s education and learning experiences including Class Newsletters, phone calls, face-to-face interviews and informal chats.

‘Meet the Teacher’ sessions are generally available early in Term 1.

Special community events such as Under 8s Day, Christmas concert, term discos and Sports Days provide regular opportunities for parents to be involved in school life. 



	Staff composition, including Indigenous Staff
	

	Workforce Composition
	Teaching Staff
	Non-teaching Staff
	Indigenous Staff

	Headcounts
	75
	35
	2

	Full-time equivalents
	62
	22
	1

	

	Qualifications of all teachers.
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school leaders 
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Doctorate 0

Masters 1

Bachelor degree 43

Diploma 7

Certificate 0



0% 2%

84%

14%

0%

Doctorate Masters

Bachelor degree Diploma

Certificate




	Expenditure on and teacher participation in professional development.
	

	The total funds expended on teacher professional development in 2009 was $20120 .  
The major professional development initiatives are as follows: 
Teaching of reading

School Wide Positive Behaviour Support Training

Differentiated classroom Instruction

First Steps in Maths

Literacy of Numeracy
Teaching Comprehension Strategies
Visual Art
Early Childhood Philosophy and Practices
Intercultural Investigations (ICIs) for years 6 and 7)
Computer and ICT skills in the curriculum

Resilience

Developing Performance Framework
Sports Coaching Accreditation
The involvement of the teaching staff in professional development activities during 2009 was 90%. 


	Average staff attendance
	

	For permanent and temporary staff and school leaders, the staff attendance rate was 95% in 2009. 


	Proportion of staff retained from the previous school year.
	

	From the end of the 2009 school year, 96% of staff were retained by the school for the entire 2009 school year. 


Key student outcomes 

Attendance  

	Student attendance - 2009 
	

	The average attendance rate for the whole school as a percentage in 2009 was 90%.  

	

	Student attendance for each year level
	

	Year 1
	Year 2
	Year 3
	Year 4
	Year 5
	Year 6
	Year 7
	Year 8
	Year 9
	Year 10

	88%
	89%
	89%
	89%
	91%
	91%
	91%
	
	
	

	

	Description of how non-attendance is managed by the school
	

	Non-attendance is managed in state schools in line with the DET policies, SMS-PR-029: Managing Student Absences and SMS-PR-036: Roll Marking in State Schools, which outline processes for managing and recording student attendance and absenteeism.

Rolls are marked at Kruger SS each day in the morning. If a students is absent without explanation, then a phone call is made home after a couple of days to check on the whereabouts of the child.  


Achievement – Years 3, 5, 7, and 9

	National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) results – our reading, writing, spelling, grammar and punctuation, and numeracy results for the Years 3, 5, 7 and 9. 


	Domain
	Measures
	Yr 3
	Yr 5
	Yr 7
	Yr 9

	Reading
	Average score for the school in 2009
	329
	426
	491
	

	
	Average score for Australia in 2009 
	410.8
	493.9
	541.1
	580.5

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	70%
	66%
	89%
	

	
	
	2009
	83%
	78%
	86%
	

	
	For the school the percentage of students in the upper two bands
	2008
	8%
	5%
	9%
	

	
	
	2009
	9%
	7%
	5%
	

	Writing
	Average score for the school in 2009
	327
	419
	507
	

	
	Average score for Australia in 2009
	414.5
	484.7
	532.4
	568.9

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	86%
	80%
	87%
	

	
	
	2009
	73%
	73%
	89%
	

	
	For the school the percentage of students in the upper two bands
	2008
	24%
	7%
	17%
	

	
	
	2009
	11%
	6%
	13%
	

	Spelling
	Average score for the school in 2009
	320
	431
	497
	

	
	Average score for Australia in 2009 
	404.8
	487.2
	540.0
	576.3

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	79%
	78%
	86%
	

	
	
	2009
	71%
	81%
	86%
	

	
	For the school the percentage of students in the upper two bands
	2008
	9%
	7%
	25%
	

	
	
	2009
	10%
	6%
	11%
	

	Grammar and Punctuation
	Average score for the school in 2009
	319
	428
	484
	

	
	Average score for Australia in 2009 
	419.7
	499.7
	539.5
	573.5

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	78%
	77%
	82%
	

	
	
	2009
	70%
	78%
	84%
	

	
	For the school the percentage of students in the upper two bands
	2008
	7%
	8%
	18%
	

	
	
	2009
	7%
	3%
	5%
	

	Numeracy
	Average score for the school in 2009
	321
	411
	501
	

	
	Average score for Australia in 2009 
	393.9
	486.8
	543.6
	589.1

	
	For the school the percentage of students at or above the national minimum standard.
	2008
	81%
	74%
	93%
	

	
	
	2009
	80%
	82%
	90%
	

	
	For the school the percentage of students in the upper two bands
	2008
	5%
	1%
	18%
	

	
	
	2009
	6%
	3%
	10%
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		Highest level of attainment		Number of classroom teachers and school leaders at the school

		Doctorate		0

		Masters		1

		Bachelor degree		43

		Diploma		7

		Certificate		0
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